Brazil Boss^, 
Purges Foes; 
Many Seized 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP)- 
Armed with sweeping new 
powers, the military-domi- 
nated government of President 
Arthur da Costa e Silva 
today began a massive crack- 
down on its opposition. 

Congress was given an in- 
definite vacation, censors 
moved into newspaper offices 
and police began making 
widespread arrests. Among 
the first reported in custody 
were a former president, a 
federal deputy and some 
journalists. 

Former president Juscelino 
Kubitscheck, who was stripped 
of his political rights and oust- 
ed from the Senate in 1964, 
was arrested at the municipal 
theater where he had been 
attending a graduation cere- 
mony. 

OSVALDO PERALVA, su- 
perintendent of the opposition 
newspaper Correio da Manha 
was arrested in his office 
after police shot open a door 
to gain entry to the newspaper 
building yesterday. 

Four censors occupied the 
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Correio da Manha offices 
and others moved into Rio’s 
other newspapers. There were 
unconfirmed reports that op- 
position publisher Helio Fer- 
nandez also was taken in cus- 
tody, and that opposition 
deputy Helio Navarro had 
been arrested in Sao Paulo. 

The government crackdown 
began last night minutes after 
Costa e Silva and his cabinet 
signed a new institutional act 
overriding the 22-lnonth-old 
Brazilian constitution. 

THE ACT, effective immedi- 
ately with no terminal date, 
allows the president to strip 
any Brazilian of his political 
rights; declare a stage of 
seige, and seize the assets of 
those who “illegally enrich 
themselves in public office.” 
It also suspends the writ of 
habeas corpus for anyone 
charged with “crimes against 
national security.” 

The latter provision is ex- 
pected to result in the re-ar- 
rest of students and govern- 
ment opposition leaders re- 
cently released from jail. It 
also precludes a release order 
for three priests and a Bra- 
zilian deacon held in an 
army barracks in Belo Hori- 
zonte on eharges of subver- 
sion and organizing guerriUa 
warfare. 

SOURCES SAY THE mili- 
tary strongman behind the 
government is Gen. Siseno 
Sarmento, chief of staff and 
commander of the powerful 
Rio-based First Army. A 62- 
year-old World War II vet- 
eran, Sarmento became chief 
of staff after the 1964 coup 
and became 1st Army com- 
mander in March after a stint 
as boss of the Sao Paulo-based 
2nd Army. 

The Inter-American Press 
Association today sent a cable 
to Costa e Silva, strongly con- 
demning “the action of mili- 
tary authorities invading the 
premises and censoring Bra- 
zilian newspapers.” 

In Sao Paulo, officials of 
the influential 0 Estado and 
Jornal da Tarde said they 
plan legal actions to prevent 
the government from confis- 
cating their morning and aft- 
ernoon editions. 

Both were shut down by 
federal police when the news- 
papers refused to retract an 
editorial highly critical of 
Costa e Silva. 



